
Second Sunday of Easter Homily 2018 
 

Witnesses of the power that comes from letting the Holy Spirit be the 

Master of our lives!  

 

In the early days after the Resurrection, Jesus appeared to his followers, 

extending them the blessing of peace.  In John’s Gospel, Jesus gives another 

gift after the Resurrection:  The Holy Spirit!    

 

When Jesus appeared to the disciples in that locked upper room, they saw 

him and believed.  Words weren’t enough for Thomas.  He needed to touch 

Jesus’ hands and side.  When people encountered the community of 

believers in Acts, they could not doubt that faith in Jesus made a real 

difference.  The early believers shared their goods so that people had their 

needs met.  And those who met John’s community came to believe by seeing 

the community live out the commands to love like Jesus’ sacrificial love, 

laying down their lives for others.   

 

People came to believe by observing how we live our faith in the Paschal 

Mystery, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the ways we live his 

command to love.  There people encounter the deep peace that is Jesus’ gift 

to us.  They see us living the forgiveness that manifests the Holy Spirit 

dwelling within us.  None of this is easy for most human beings; but while 

not easy, it is not impossible.  As a matter of fact, living our faith can free us 

of the burdens that come from being bound in pain, fear, and despair and 

living inside a box.  Receive the Holy Spirit, who, Pope Francis reminded us 

at World Youth Day 2013, is not merely Master of doctrine, but is truly 

Master of life.  When we live the Holy Spirit’s love, forgiveness, and peace, 

others may come to believe.   

 

God of love, thank you for the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the peace and 

forgiveness that are the Spirit’s gifts.  Help us live out your command to 

love.  Make your peace know in our lives, so that we can witness the power 

that comes from letting your Spirit be the Master of our lives.   


